
Penumbra – Bina Butcher and Tessa Beale - Opening 6.30pm, Friday 27 April 2018 

Perth artists Bina Butcher and Tessa Beale have expanded their arts practice via numerous 

exhibitions, residencies and internships since graduating from Curtin University a few years 

ago. Their latest exhibition, Penumbra focuses on observing and simplifying frequently 

overlooked details of the natural world. In an effort to create a context for contemplation, 

they have worked in residence for the past 3 months at Midland Junction Arts Centre, 

gathering natural elements and documenting interventions in the environment. This 

exhibition of the results of their explorations creates the conditions for a slower, quieter 

consideration of our surroundings. 

Penumbra is the term for the partially shaded outer region of the shadow cast by an 

opaque object. Beale and Butcher explore these margins and communicate the effects of 

particular qualities found in the natural objects and materials they have collected. Sound, 

video projection and found objects accompany works on paper and sculptural iterations 

that focus on sensory interactions. Through observations of the movement of bodies of 

water, textures, shadows and sound, the artists re-contextualise our own sensory 

experiences and interactions in a new environment: the gallery. 

Both artists have travelled to a common location to unearth tactile insights and facilitate 

new physical responses to the natural world in their combined studio and presentation 

space. Their reorganisation of gathered materials and handmade responses highlight new 

perspectives on conventional ways of seeing components of the landscape and the 

everyday world around us. Penumbra is the first formal collaboration between Butcher and 

Beale. 

More about the artists 

https://www.binabutcher.com/ Butcher explores notions of domesticity, architecture and 

aspects of daily life that are overlooked due to habit and routine. Butcher’s work aims to 

draw out unique moments, textures and surface qualities within seemingly banal spaces. 

Working across printmaking, photography, video, sound and sculpture, Butcher’s practice 

allows for quiet reflection on transitory moments. 

http://cargocollective.com/tessabeale Beale’s multidisciplinary practice draws inspiration 

from the natural landscape, geology and flora. Using a process of collection and response, 

Beale zooms into surfaces and details, extracting particular properties and characteristics, 

establishing new contexts for observation. Beale returned last year from a residency in 

Reykjavik, Iceland, and continues to work from source material gathered there. 

Preview - OPEN STUDIO DAY | SAT 14 APR 10AM - 2PM  

Penumbra is open to the public 10am-5pm, Wednesdays to Fridays 27 April – 16 May and 

9am -1pm, Saturday 29 April. For more information call 9250 8062 or visit 

www.mundaringartscentre.com.au 
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