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DEMENTIA ON FOCUS AT  
MUNDARING ARTS CENTRE 
 
20 JULY – 8 SEPTEMBER 2019 

 

Two new exhibitions on display at Mundaring Arts Centre from 20 July – 8 September explore the landscape 

of dementia from the perspective of a loved one. The distinctive solo exhibitions by local artist Joan Johnson 

and Brisbane based artist Kate Hallen underscore the impact of the condition on both the individual and their 

families. These artists tell their unique stories with distinctively different outcomes, Johnson working with 

sculpture and Hallen paint; to present a multi-layered and emotive response to a condition which affects 

many. 

 
HOLD ON! | JOAN JOHNSON 
GALLERY 1 
 
A loved one with dementia. The emotions swirl, the innate pursuit of evocative responses obsesses the mind. Is 

this person just a shell? Or are there thoughts and feelings within?  

 

Interdisciplinary artist Joan Johnson examines the relationship between carer and dementia patient in Hold 

On!. Dedicated to her late mother who suffered from dementia, Johnson utilises sculpture to explore her own 

emotional journey. 

 

The South African born artist who now lives between Hovea and Nedlands, has studied both visual arts, art 

therapy and worked in the mental health industry. Johnson attributes this time spent working with art 

therapy as having a large role in helping her understand her own arts practice.  

 

Playing with light and shadow, Johnson has worked with materials such as resin and Perspex to reflect the 

complexities of both living with, and caring for, someone with dementia. Using these transparent materials, 

Johnson builds multiple layers and view points into each artwork. Also drawn to recycled materials, Johnson 

often works with Aluminium, which whilst reflective, dulls with age.  

 

Hold On! articulates not only a personal story, but an experience sadly known to many, that of a quest to hold 
onto smile, a memory, or a hope for a cure.  
 

L: Joan Johnson, Can You Tell The Thoughts Within?, 2018, timber, Perspex, print, lights 
R: Joan Johnson, Missing pieces? – It’s so puzzling (detail), 2019, cardboard and Perspex 
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PRINCEON | KATE HALLEN  
GALLERY 2 
 
Combining memories and histories with the fallible effects of dementia, Brisbane based artist Kate Hallen 
has created a series of paintings which blur the artist’s memories with those of her late Grandfather, who 
suffered from the condition. 
 
Connecting to her Norwegian heritage, Hallen explores the effect of dementia on understanding her family 
history. A family horse named Princeon, a return to the sea, and a national invasion are among the 
plethora of collected objects, memories and repeated stories left in her Grandfather’s wake. These details 
are combined as poignant images which explore the inextricable connections between memory and 
identity. 
 
Hallen has utilised paint as it lacks the pictorial authority of the photograph and is able to entice the 
audience to bring their own sensory prompts to viewing artworks. She explains that “Painting is an act of 
honing in and out of focus constantly; I get lost within the doing; fixating on details, guided by memory 
and stepping back to see the entirety”.  
 
Memories which were once remembered and told in fondness may become skewed, losing context and 
authenticity yet they still remain resonant to those they belong to. Princeon explores how dementia not only 
affected Hallen’s Grandfather, but also her family and herself; to witness memories slowly slip away, let alone 
live that experience is difficult for all parties involved.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
OPENING CELEBRATION | FRIDAY 19 JULY 7PM – 8:30PM 
EXHIBITIONS CONTINUE | 20 JULY – 8 SEPTEMBER  

L: Kate Hallen, April 9, 2019, oil on canvas, 84 x 106.5cm. Photograph by Adam John Waters. 
R: Kate Hallen, Going Back, 2019, oil and charcoal on canvas, 106.5X76.5cm. Photograph by Adam John Waters. 
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