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In celebration of the rich vein of artistic talent within the Mundaring community the 2017 annual Shire of 

Mundaring Art Acquisition Exhibition takes a retrospective look at the work of renowned Western Australian 

artist Ben Joel. A range of never before seen preparatory works and digital pieces will be on display for this 

major survey to be shown at the Mundaring Arts Centre from 10 February to 19 March 2017. As Head of 

Painting in the School of Design and Art at Curtin University for nearly 20 years Ben taught many of Western 

Australia’s finest artists, including Geoffrey Drake-Brockman, Stuart Green, Bevan Honey, Angela McHarrie 

and Gina Moore. Artists in Focus in Gallery 2 shows examples of how these artists have developed across 

their own careers.   

 

The Shire of Mundaring Art Acquisition Exhibition, held annually at the Mundaring Arts Centre, exhibits works 

of contemporary significance connected to the eastern region and the Shire of Mundaring. Through this 

important exhibition the Shire of Mundaring is facilitated in acquiring new artworks of relevance and 

distinction into their already richly varied collection. The Mundaring Arts Centre manages the Shire of 

Mundaring Art Collection, being responsible for maintaining high standards of management, conservation 

and acquisitions, and hosts the annual acquisitive show in a triennial rotating format of open, invitational 

and retrospective exhibitions.  

 

Curated by Anna Sabadini, Note to Self is a concentrated survey show of Western Australian artist Ben Joel 

(b. Perth, 1948), exhibiting key works which represent the arc of a practice spanning four decades. Over 

the course of his career Ben has participated in over 60 group exhibitions, and his works are represented in 

private and public art collections including the National Gallery of Victoria, the Art Gallery of New South 

Wales, the Art Gallery of Western Australia and the Department for Culture and the Arts Collection. Whilst 

it’s difficult to sum up a body of work by an artist who believes that “style is death”, the featured paintings 

and digital images do exhibit recurring concerns: one is to generate visual sensations analogous to 

instrumental music; another is to explore forms which vaguely echo musical structures, such as the screw 

or sinusoidal form, and theatrical orchestrations involving complexity, systems, drama and crescendo. 

These preoccupations emerge in the artist’s sketches, visual diaries, and experimental works.    

 

Experimental works include, for example, a set of gigantic Polaroid’s circa 1986, made with the then world’s 

largest 20 x 24 inch Polaroid camera. Only four such cameras were in existence worldwide. When one 

toured Australia, an artist from each state was selected to experiment with it; Ben was the successful WA 

applicant and recalls Fiona Hall being one of the others. Hitherto stored in a series of plan drawers roughly 

filed by decade, and not yet seen by the wider public, the works on paper present drawing as a ‘running 

process’ that is, arising from the heat of visual questioning. Viewers experience how the act of drawing 

facilitates thinking, through the creation and solution of visual problems. And how this thinking then allows 

the development of recurring themes in the larger works.  

 

Most pertinently, the drawings show how he practised for himself the ethos behind his teaching at Curtin 

University from 1989 to 2008, which this exhibition also strives to acknowledge. In the adjunct gallery, viewers 

will see work by five former students who are now mid-career artists – Geoffrey Drake-Brockman, Stuart 

Green, Bevan Honey, Angela McHarrie and Gina Moore. Having no interest in replicating himself, Ben 

instead challenged his students’ awareness of draughtsmanship, colour, technical inventiveness, form, 

composition and structure. It’s this level of rigour, these acts of thinking through a thoroughly practiced set 

of skills – in his own work, and then made available through teaching in one of the nation’s most cutting 

edge visual arts degrees – that is the legacy of his influence and self-evident in the work of former students.  

 

A series of workshops hosted by exhibiting artists will run throughout the exhibition, and a forum will take 

place on the final day, Sunday 19 March, led by curator Anna Sabadini. This will be an afternoon of informal 

conversation and a unique opportunity to meet these professional artists and discuss their arts practice 

and influences.  

 
 

 

MUNDARING ARTS CENTRE 
7190 Great Eastern Highway Mundaring WA 6073 

T: [08] 9295 3991  |  F: [08] 9295 3994  |  info@mundaringartscentre.com.au 

www.mundaringartscentre.com.au  |  www.facebook.com/mundaringartscentre  |  @mundaringartscentre 

Open Tues to Fri 10am–5pm; Sat and Sun 11am–3pm, closed Mondays and Public Holidays  

 


